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PRESENTING _ » | 


HUMILIATION and TRIUMPH. 


'To View our Bleſſed Seviour in his 


\ Wherein is Open'd, 


| The DUTY and BENEFIT of Behold. 


ing the Lord Jeſus Chri#, as he is held forth 
in his Word and Ordinances, for the Re- 


Lief and Comfort boch of Saints and Sinners. | 
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By S. ACTON, . . 
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Iſaiah 65. 1. I ſaid, Behold me; behold me ! to 


a Nation that was not called by my Name. 
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Bretheren, Way/ 
HEN I was la#=at London, T had the Ho- 
nour and Opportunity of giving Birth to the 


following Diſ woe in your Chriſtian and Numerous Aſ- 


embly, and an ant Progf 0 ewnexous Accep- 
+ me and my Service 4 be V [p84 in aber 
of a Gift, for a Gift is not the End of my Labour in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; but your admitting me to communi- 
cate with you, Which I eſteem'd a Privilege much more 
valuable than Gold and Silver: | 


And being now prevaiPd with to pabliſh it (with a fewo 


Enlargements in tranſcribing it from my Notes) I cannot 
but in Gratitude confeſs it ts your own, and will not ſuſ- 


* 
- 


pet? your Readineſs to patronize it as ſuch. 
My End in preſenting it toyour Eye, is, That yow and 


others may have a freſh View of the admirable Love of. 


our Bleſſed Saviour diſplay d, in his unparalled Suffer. 
ings for us; and that all our Church-Membets into whoſe 
Hands it comes; by riſing early in the Morning of their 
Sacrament-Days, may read it over deliberately : which , 
With the Uſe of ſolemn Prayer to God, and his Bleſſing 


thereupon, will furniſh them with ſuch a Frame and Tem- 
per of Mind, as is requiſite to 4 profitable Participation 
at the Lord's. Table, and that it may be ſucceſsful for that 


End, my Prayer is, That you all may be eitabliſh'd in the 
Truth of the Goſpel, and flouriſh in the Grace of himwhom 


you have a Summons to behold, by 


—_ 
— 8. Acton. 
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OPENING 


| The Duty and Benefit of Beholding the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, eſpecially in the Lord's Supper, 
FROM 


Job 19. 5. 2thold the Man! 


S the prime and great Defign of Sacraments is 
to furniſh Religious and deyout Perſons with 


? ting Sights of Chriſt, and a Heart - raviſhing Senſe 


of his Love and Favour to de imparted therein, ac- 
cording to his antient Promiſe, That in all Place: where Exod 10. 
he recorded his Name, he would come and Bleſs them, 
and that unto the End "of the World : So, I cannot bat 
think our Words a very fit Subje& for our preſent Mat. 20: 
Diſcourſe, ſince we are this Day purpoſed to attend 
our Lord in his Bleſſed Ordinance of the Supper, or 
Fan of Bread in Remembrance of him; Where - 

there are Symbols us'd, that will preſent Him in 
a lively manner to your believing Souls. | 
And as it isboth the acknowledged Duty and Pri. 
vilege of a Chriftian to have the Eye of his Faitli fix- 
ed upon him, and to diſcern him at the Table, where 


You will, by N of the Bread, and pouring 


forth of the Cu * preſented with the very pick · Cor: 
hung upon the Croſs, when he un, 29. 


made his Soul an Offering for Sin, by giving his Bo- 
dy to be broken, and his Blood to be ſned for us: S0 a 
keeping him within our View with that ſorrowful 
Countenance, and in that bruiſed, wounded, n 

2 \ | ane 


7 The and Benefit of 
— bloody ndr he — to the Jews on 
the Croſs at his Paſſion, and to believing Souls at the 
Table; will be very ſerviceable to furniſh us with a 
Sight and Senſe of the evil Nature of Sin, with a 
{ettled Diſpleaſure to it; and will not fail to ſet our 
Hearts a mourning over him, whom our Sins have pierced. 
It will mightily conduce to kindle in us a flaming and 
laſting Love to him, as his paſſion will appear to be 
nothing elſe but an Eſſect of his amazing Love to 
us unworty Wretches. | I 
Nay, therein we ſhall have a Sight of the rich 
Proviſions that GOD has made for his People, which 
is CHRIST, with all the purchaſed Benefits of his 
Death, as Food prepared to Feed on; which we can- 


Thanksgiving to him : yea it will provoke us with 
- our utmoſt Dilligence to labour againſt every Thing 
that may obſtrult and damp our Senſe thereof, and 
to endeavour whatever may propagate and further 
our Communion with, and Enjoyment ofhim, Theſe 
are ſome of the many advantages which reſult and 
flow from Chriſt to the Soul that lives in a believing 
View of him: And that we may all ſo do, pleaſe to 
attend our Words, which preſent us with the Proſ- 
pett of him, ſaying, Behold the Man! 

Theſe are the words of Pilate, which he ſpake to 
in their Proſecutions againſt our Bleſſed Saviour. He 
is now in their Hands, ſeiz'd by the Officers, who, 
once being ſent for him, return'd without him, being 
charm'd with his Doctrine, and raviſh'd with his gra- 
cious Words; inſomuch, that when it was demand- 
ed why they had not brought him, they ſaid, Never 
John 7, Aan ſpale like this Man, But this is their Hour, and 
"gl the Pewer of Darkneſs, Therefore he is haled away 

* by the Soldiers to Am; and from him was hurry'd 
to the High-Prieſt's Palace, where the Scribes and El- 
ders were aſſe mbled, and by them was nioſt inv idiouſ- 


ly 


not taſte, but the Soul will be fill'd with Joy in, and 


the malicious and mercileſs Jews, who were violent. 
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be holding Chriſtt, the- Man, _ 

ly treated. He 3 and taunted by ws 

reproach*d and villify*dby others, inſulted, buffeted 

and ſpit upon by theRabble; and not only examined 

by the High- Prieſt and Council, at whoſe bar he ſtood 

arraigned, but was judged and condemned worthy Mat 2s 

of Death, for no other ceafon than their Prejudice and 537, 55 

Envy. | 1. 4 „ 
Whereupon they diſmiſs him in the Poſture of a 

Victim and capital Offender, ſending him bound un- 

Pilate to be cruciſied. But Pilate the Governor, on a 


repeated Examination, proclaims his Innocency, tay. john 18. 


ing, I find no Fault in him; therefore, as became a right-" 38, 3), 
eous Judge, would have had him releaſed. But the 42. 
Jems following him with their Clamour and Importu- 

nity, havingchoſen Barrabbas, a Thief and Murder. 

er, to bereleaſed to them: Pilate, as one ama d at 

their Injuſtice and Inhumanity, demands of em, F Mat, 27, 
ye will have Barrabbas releaſed, what ſhall I do m th Je- 22, 23: 
ſus, which is called Coriſt? Why, ſay they, Crucify him. 3 
But ſays Pilate, what Evil hath he done? I find uo cauſe * "I 
of Death in him; therefore I will chaſtice him and ſet 22. 
him go. And accordingly, in hope to put a ſtop to 


| their Fury, and pacifying their Rage and Clamour, 
yea, and probably for his avoiding the great Evil of 


crucifying him, he expoſed his ſacred Body to be 
ſcourged. And now, by Pilates Order, the Innocent 
Jeſus is in the Hand, and at the Will of the Roman 
Soldiers; who, by ſevere Stripes from barbarous and 
unrelenting Men, had deep Furroms made in his Back, 
But not fatisfied therewith, they platted a Crown: of 
Thorns, wherewith they pierced his bleſſed Head, 


in his Righthand, which were the ridiculous Enſignsof ©” 
Royalty; then they jeeringly deride him with a mock 
and reproachful Salutation, faying, Hil, King of the 
Jews! and ſmote him with their Hinds, 

Now, as Scourging was the Roman Ulage in pun- 
iſhing Malefactors, how Pilate ' could be innocent in 
ordering one who was no Criminal, but Innocency it 
leif, to be ſcourged, I leave. However he brings 

ta 


- 


they clothed him with a pu ple Robe, and put a Ried Mat. 27. 


A 
40>, 


+; 


2  _. The Duty and Buveſit 7 
him out d Wb. to 11 forth their 
Bowels of Pity and Compaſhon, and preſents him 
to their View, ſadly macerated in his Blood by che 
Indignities and ill Uſage wherewith they had treated 
him, ſaying, Behold the Man! er 

In the Words you have N | chem to Ob- 
ſervation, and that is, The Man; then you have him 
introduced with a Preface, Behold the Man! Or, Firſt, 
you have a Call or Summonsto attend unto ſomethin 
propos d, Behold. Secondly, You have the Obj 
preſented, The Man. Behold the Man | 

That Clemency and Compaſſion towards a miſera- 
ble Object (which Pilateaccounted our Bleſſed Savi- 
our to be) ſhould be found ſeated only in the Breaſt | 
of a Barbarian; and that the Jews, void of all Bowels | 
ſhould fo barbarouſly treat him whoſe End in coming 
into the World was principally their Good and Pro- 
fit, is ſtrange ! Eſpegially if we conſider that they 
were a People happy above all others, as he was 
pleas'd to grant them his perſonal Preſence, and his 
very inſtructive Life; as he made them the Auditors 
of his divine and incomparable Diſcourſes, the Wit- 
neſſes of his Miracles, and the principal Sharers in the 
many and valuable Benefits he beſtowed while he. 
liv'd on the Earth. Theſe and ſuch like Things con- 
ſider'd, and the very unſuitable Treatment he re- 
cerv'd from them, argue no leſs than that they were | 
abandon'd of GOD, bereav'd of their Reafon, and 
wholly: refolv'd, from their Envy and Malace, to 
perſecute him to Death. 

But perhaps you may ſay, What does this concern 
us? lanſwer, Much, very much: For though we 
were not perſonally engag'd with the Fews to betray, 
to ſeize and accuſe him, to judge and conderan him 
to vote againſt him, and to crucify him; yet had 
we been preſent, as the Jews were, tis odds we had 
play'd the ſame Game. For 1 know not that Sin 
has left us one Jot better-natur'd than the Fews were 
a d that our domineering and baſe Luſts would have 
„ "2 . „ ren- 


which was due unto us, that by his Stripes we might be 


. Lord Jeſus Cor ſt. 


* e | 
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to Chriſt and our ſelves, as they were; which we 

may guc ſs from the ſettled Diſpleaſure Men generally 
expreſs to that Holineſs, Which Chriſt came into the 
World to advance. But though our Hand was not 10 53. 
upon him, yet it was for our ſakes, no leſs than for 6. 5. 
theirs, that he gave his Back to the Smiters, and his 
Cheeks to him that plucked off the Hair: Our Iniquities 
were laid upon him, and he freely ſuffered thit Wrath * 5: 
healed. He offer'd himſelf a Sacrifice to GOD tis x Pet. 1. 
true, but it was for us, for our Sin, and not his oon; 22. 
for he did no Sin neither was Guile found in his Mouth. 


3 


He had none to ſuffer for, otherwiſe than as the Sins John 1 
of the World were charged upon and imputed to him, , joh. E 


which he was contented to account for. Though 2. 
the Meffal as the Prophet Daniel tells us, muſt be Pan. g. 


cut off, yet it was not for himſelf, How painful and 26. 


dolorous ſoever his condition was, and indeed his 
Pains were ſharper than Men and Devils could invent 


or inflict, as appear'd on his crying out, My God, 


my God, why haſt thou forſaken me | that he was reject- 
ed of Men, and forſaken of his Friends, was ſad: 
But the heavieſt Weight wherewith he was preſſed, 
and the hotteſt Wrath he endured, was that of his 
Father : That was the Dregs in the Cup, and did 


| moſt ſenſibly affect and deeply pierce him, But what. 


evex he ſuſtain'd, it was all for our ſake: He bore 
our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows, And if ever we 
experience in the Joy of our Hearts our Sins pardon - 
ed, our Guilt removed, our Filth purged, our Per- 
{ons juſtified, our Services accepted, and our Souls 
ſaved, it muſt be by the Apprehenſion and Applicati- 
on of Chriſt to our otherwiſe Periſhing and miſer- 
able Souls. Therefore Behold the Man! From whence 
I conclude, by way of Obſervation, 
Doct. That it is the Puty and Privilege of a Aen, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, Saints or Siuners, to behold the 


This 


It. 65 


8 The Duty vnil Binefit of 


"This as you have heard already, is of the | 


Moment: And there is not any Thi I our Blefl Sa- 


viour (perſonated by the Prophet) did more aſſettio. 
nately and earneſtly Court and ſollicite both Jews and 


Gentiles unto, than this; as you have him ſaying, Be- 


hold me, bthold me! to a Nation that was not called 


"Name, that is, the Gentiles, And this Ingemina- 
tion or Doubling of his Invitation evinceth' to us the 
Earneſtneſs of his Defire, and the Nece of the 
Thing. For which End he was manifeſted in the 
World, where he liv'd a very admirable and benefi- 
cal Life ; whoſe Doctrine, Miracles, and Converſa- 
tion, gave proof unto all, 'who eithar ſaw or heard 
of him, that he was one every way worthy to be be- 
held, loved and received; who after he had finiſhed 


Joh 3. the work of his Life, gave himſel (as m Effect of 
16. 


his Father's Love and his own Grace) for a loſt 
World, to be lifted up upon the Croſs, as Moſes lif- 
ted up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs ; that he might be 
expoſed to every Man's View, and be preſent- 
ed an Object to every Man's Faith, that Sinners ſee- 
ing and believing on him, might not Periſh, but have 


Everlaſting Life. Therefore Behold the Man. In 


ſpeaking to the Words, we ſhall do theſe three Things. 
Firſt, We ſhall enquire what we may underſtand by 
this Term, Be hold; the Preface by which our Saviour 
is introduced and preſented to our View, | 

Seconsly, We ſhall ſhew you in what Reſpects, 
State, and Condition, it is our Duty 'and Privilege 
to behold our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Thirdly, We ſhall ſhew the happy Influence a right 


Beholding of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will have upon our 


Hearts and T ves, 

But, Firſt, We are to enquire what may be under- 
ſtood by this Term, Beheld, and what it imports, 
There is a threefold Beholding ofan Object; 

iſt, A Corporeal Beholding, or a Looking with our 
bodily Eyes on ſome Perſon or Thing viſible and oh- 
vious to our View, that we may have a diſtinct — 
EE, 1 


a 
| 
| 
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the Baptiſt-to his Auditors, ſeeing 


behold Chriſt" the be Mas. 
full Sight of it. 115 Pilate calls 
and Incompa ſſionate Jews to Be 


re ol 

the Man. And | 

Thrift e coming to 

his Baptiſm, ſaid, Behold the "Lamb of God, yo a- Joh. 1. 

keth away the Sin of the World. 29, 36 . 
2dly, There is a Mental Beholding of a 

which is a Thinking on or Pondering in our Min 

ſomewhat propos d to our Conſideration. Behold, 

fays the Apoſtle, the Goodneſs and Severity of GOD. Rom. 11. 

Os them which fell, Severity; but towards hes —_—_— 

neſs, (Now mark) if thou continue in his Goodneſc, 0= 

therwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off. Conſider it: For 

what can be more worthy to employ our active Minds 

and Thoughts upon, than what he here propoſes to 


3 


us to ruminate and Behold? - 


34ly, There is a Practical Beholding 282 Limner, 
who nicely and narowly obſerves and beholds the 
Features and Lineaments of the Face he draws; 
or as Scholars behold the Copy they tranſcribe 
and write - after ; or as Soldiers under Diſcipline 
behold theirCommander, the Child his Pather, the 
Servant his Lord, to reſemble and imitate as their 


Pattern and Example. So we muſt, as you'll hear 


anon, as Pilate ſaid to the Jews, Behold the Man. 

But further; Behold is a Word of Signification, and 
is uſed for divers Purpoſes in the Holy Scriptures J 
where you may often find it a Note to raiſe our Ad- 
miration, as by beholding we often ſee in Perſons and 
Things Cauſe and Matter of Wonder, Thus Elihu, 
Remember that thou magnify the Works which Men behold, Job 36. 
i. e. which Men behold: nd admire, So the Apoſtle, 1 
Be hold what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed on 1 jobs 73. 
us, that we ſhould be called the Sons of God ! Who can ſe- 1. 
riouſly think of this Love, and not admire it? That 
God, infinitely bleſſed in "himſelf, whom Angels ad- 
mire, and adore, ſhould, after our many Sins and 
high Provocations, be reconciled to us, and take ſuch b 
vile Duſt as we are into the Relation of Children; a | 


Reſntica more. endearing than . which Bleſſed 


Angels 


Een dandin ran. Thi or pak to be admi- 
xed; for it cannot he comprehend det. 
Again; It's a Note that calls for our Attention, as 


preſenting to our Eyes er Minds ſomething well war- - 


thy to be attended or hearkened to: Behold, ſays 
Chriſt, 1fheud at the Door, and knock : If avy Man hear 


my Voice, and open the Door, I wilt come in, and ſup 


with him and he with me. And doubtleſs there is nut 


any Thing which concerns us more to attend unto 
as we are Sinners, and at the Point of periſhing, 
than this. 
Likewiſe it's a Note oſ Caution; wherby we ſhould 
be warned from doing any thing wilfully or heed. 
leſly, that may be hurtful or pernicious to us. And 
ſo it's to be underſtood by our Saviour to the impotent 
Man, whom he had healed, and meeting with him 
after in the Temple, ſays, Behold thou art made whole; 
ſin. uo more, lei a worſe Thing come unto thee. Whe- 
ther this Man had brought himſelf under ſo great 
an Infirmity by a vicious Courle of Living, I will not 
determine, though that is probable, ſince our Lord 
here cautions him to take heed: Behold, ſinno more; 
leſt ſomething worſe than thy late Infirmity ſhould 
_ befall thee. 

Alſo Behold is a Note by which the Holy Ghoſt 
would inclineand afſectionately move us to lay hold 
upon, and carefully to improve for our Good, Seaſons 
and Opportuities we are inſtruſted with for that 


2 Cor. 6. purpoſe. So the Apoſtle uſes it, Behold this is the 
1, 2* acceptable Time: Behold now is the Day of Salvation. 

| Prov: 2. For which Reaſon, together with the Uncertainty ofa 
1. Morrow, it is requiſite we improve wiſely and Faith- 


fully our preſent Time, for fo happy an End. 

And ſometimes it is uſed to excite. Pity, and to 
move Compaſſion in the Breaſts of tlioſe who are 
Spectators of an afflicted and miſerable Object. There- 
tore Pilate brings forth Chriſt to the mercileſs Jews, 
bleeding under thoſe cauſeleſs Barbarities their inhu- 


man and malicious Proſecutions had procur'd to him, 
laying, Behold the Alan And 


— 
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| n it ; which will Mag Chit 


Man, had all the Parts and Nature of Man, a 
the World was not worthy. He was the moſt i 


verning a ſinful and ungrateful World: By whans ! 


 - behalding 
And 1 am perſuaded Ad FE an gde in . 0 
lation to Chrift, hath. all theſe Significations to be al- b 
i we conſider 
y, Who and what 2 iſt was when he | 

World. And ina 0 be was 42 


. 
ſenſive Man * from Sin and Sinners: A Man ©: 7. 
in whom no Fault could be found, an the maſt nice and _ 
Critical Search that was Ste? togbe made. 
fore Pilate, who had examined him ll manner df wa 
yea, and by Scourging, which he had no 
for, avouches his Innocency, ſaying, find na Fault in 
bim. A Man moſt loving and gener 85 who went . Acts 10. 
bout doing Good, toiling and wearying himſelf there. 38. 
with. So generous and beneficial was he, that he con- 
tinued to exert himſelf in performing all Services and 
good Offices for the Relief and Comfort of poor Di. 
ſeaſed, Blind, Lame, Unclean, and Poſſeſſod Creatures; Mat. 1. 
and that under high Provocations. to the contrary, * 
even while many interpreted his mighty and merci- 3. 
ful Acts not to be the Effects of the Power of God, but 
of the Devil; ſuffering patently the ContradsFFion of 
Sinners again himſelf. 

Nay, He was a Man, and more chan a Man, and as 
truly partook of the Bivine Nature as he did of the 
Human, and was God-Man in one Perſon, therefore 


. che 


maniſeſt in the World; of whom we may truly ſay 


calledour Emanuel; Whoſe goings forth hath been — Mat. r. 23. 
Everlaſtigg; not only in Creating, (for without 


was not any Thing made that was made, in Heaven a- Joh. 1. +: 
bove, or in Earth beneath) but in Re and G0. Col. 1. 16. 


Things conſiſt; tho? ungratefully he's dealt with mthe 
World, as it would firip him of his chief Excelleney, 
the Divine Nature, denying him to be as truly the Son 
of God as the Son of Man, rotwithiſtanding the Father 
atteſts from Heaven, in the Audience of credible Wix- 
neſſes, that he was the Eegotten, the only Begotten, 


Mic. 5. 2. 


' 8 | 
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a eee ee ' ' 
Mat. ; His Son, his dearly Nas Son, weſt of he was well 
a 2 175 It was his owning of this, that coſt him his 
* . '7+ Life; for, ſay. the blind and malignant Fews to Pi- 
Mark 14. lte, He made himſelf the Sn of Gd: And this they 
62. urge as a Reaſon why he ſhould crucify Him. This 
Joh. 19. they charg'd upon him as N and for that 
7 cauſe they condemn'd him, an add; dying, We have 
4 aw, and by our Law he ought to die. What they 
further advanc'd and charg'd him with, as being a 
Traitor to Ceſar, fince he had made himſelf a King, 
8 they did not much regard, farther than to 
orce Pilate into their Meafares; and to fall in with 
their wicked and helliſh Deſign of crucifying him 
as à ſeditious Rebel, and an Enemy to Church and 
State: But I fay, that which the Fews ſtomach'd 
moſt, was his making himſelf the Son of God; and 
for that they would never forgive him, 5 : 
And truly, were he in the World* now in the 
. - ſame State and Circumſtance he was then, it may be 
thought he would not meet with much kinder En- 
tertainment from many (who manifeſtly flight his 
Authority, reject his Word, and caſt off theObſer- 
vance of thoſe Ordinances which he himſelf Inſti- 
tuted, and his Word ſupports both as to the Matter 
and Form of them, for eſtabliſhing the Traditions of 
Men; or that dare deny his Divinty againſt the | 
Stream and Force of ſuch Evidence) than he did 
from the Jews, for making himſelt the Son of Gd. 
Now behold the Aan. And may it not be for Ad- 
miration "that ever the Jews, who had undeniable 
and ocular Proofs of his Divinity, in that he both ac- 
ted and ſpake as never Man did, ſhould ſuffer their 
Prejudice and Malice to draw from em ſuch vehe- 
ment Cries to crucify him, and entail the Blood of the 
Son of God upon them and their Poſterity ? Is not 
ſuch a Man as this worthy to be attended and con- 
ſider'd by us in his Perſon, Nature, and Offices, who 
under the moſt malicious Contradictions, did not de- 
line in his Love to us and our Intereſt ? Shall we not 
be caution'd on beholding ſuch a Man as this, who 
18 


bebolding Chriſt, the: Man. 3 
is able ta mib the Nad at bus ee a0 had of? 
Angelical Powers at his Command andService againſt 
all Sin; ſince the Reaſon why, we are not ſunk int 
Miſery is wholly: from his PALE AD not from his 
Impotency ? Much more ſhall not the Sight of a Man 
ſo benign as our Jeſus was, ſuffering without Cauſe 
| all that cruel and barbarogs, [Zags, of the, viglent ©. - 
Jews ſo patiently, excite Pity, and draw Compaſſion 
N from the moſt flinty Breaſt ?: Sure it would have 
melted his moſt harden'd and mercileſs Eusmies, 
were it not that Envy is never weary of reiterating 
its Cruelties, until it has obtain'd ics Ends. The 
Wiſe Man tells us, Trath is cruel, and Anger is aut- Pro. 27. 
rageous.; but who can ſtand before Envy ? Not Innocegs 4. 
cy it ſelf I now paſs to te :, -.-{1 
Second Thing, propoſed.z.. which is, To ſhew in 
+ what Reſpetts, State and Condition, it is our Duty: 
aud Privilege to behold the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And 
It's os ſhould behold him in this: ſevenfold 
Ref; WITTY YEP _- * * en art 
01.0 In his Incarnation and Birth. A Thing ſo 
ſtupendious, as cannot be thought of without raiſing 
our Wonder to the higheſt pitch; That Chriſt, the 
4 Son of God by Nature, the ſecond Perſon in the Glo- 
rious Trinity, who was the Eternal Delight of his 
Father, ſhould condeſend to become jncarnate; by his 
aſſuming to his Divine the Human Nature, and + | 
ing born of the Bleſſed Virgin; by which means he 
J. took tohimſelt a Body, became Fleſh, and dwelt. a- 
mong us, and was truly God-Man in one Perſon ! 
This Truth is abundantly confirm'd; and seg . 


n 


holy Scripture, and on that account is acknow led 

a grand Article of the Chriſtian Faith (and that de- 

ſerredly:) For tho' it be denied aud conteſted. by, 

ſome Perſons on Account of its Unreducibleneſs to 

our Reaſon, it being too immenſe to be comprehended 

within the Graſps and Limits of finite Underſtand- 

ings; yet their Unbelief can never diſannul or make Rom. 3.2. 
void the Truth of God in that particular. The Te- 

ſtimony of God in his Word is a ſufficient Gee 

__ 


= 
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10 dür Faith; tho the Thing it ſelf be too myſberi. 
' ons to be coneeiv'd of by human Creatures; 
n 4 we think of Regeneration by the 
Word, or being born again? Which was every wit 
as great a Riddle, and unintelligible to Nicodenme ; 
Joh. 3 4, who, tho a Mirrof give Learning tha Senſe, er 
wich our Bleſſed | Saviour once and again, 83 
How can theſe Things be ? And what ſhall we chin of 
the general Reſurreftion of the Dead in the End of 
8 Why it is what will puzzle the greateſt 


nonplus the moſt conſummate Resten of 


et I know not any worthy of 
denies it. Nor do I un- 


Hey. are one jot more worthy of it 


that deny the Incarnation of our Lord Jeſus; for 
— 575 the Contradiction of ſhallow Mor. 
als, the inſpir'd A 
wh great was the 61 1. Godlineſs , God was ma. 
525 in the Fleſh E. T Grace of God herein 
does not only ile — Underſtanding of Man, but 
it is the Wonder of Heſſed Angels, as it is that, 


1 Pet. 2 the happy Conſequents of it, they deſire to (pry - 
and) looł into. How much more may it raiſe in us 


12. 


Admiration and Wonder, That the Divine Nature 

fhould be clothed with Fleſh ! That the Creator of 

all Things ſhould be created, and humbled beneath 

the Rank of thoſe in whoſe Likeneſs he was made 

Mat. 22. That the Delight of God, ſhould be the Abhor'd of 
45. Men! That Davill's Lord and Root, ſhould become 
his Son and Offepring? That God ſhould become Incar- 

_ =_ RH and, by taking Fleſh upon him, ſhould become 

This is certain, tho* ſtrange and undemon- 
ſttable to human Reaſon. Therefore Behold the Man 


| Confider and believe it. 
W (2. We muſt behold him in his Life, to zultnke 
2. as our great Pattern and Example, who 


was not only a Divine Perſon, but a Man moſt per- 

fett in all Virtue ; therefore moſt worthy to be re- 

ſembled, and, as , Leader, to be followed by us : 
1 . As St. Paul intimates to the Saints at Corinth, * 
31, em 


le tells us, That without Contro- 
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w. ©, we. 
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his whole Wir? Who ſo courtedus and kind in this: 


1 How meek and | | | 
tions, from the great Unkindineſs he met with for all 
his Grace and Good-will towards them? Inſomuch- 


the 


batt eee ents BY mT LC EE. & Þ x Py ry ol mn = 


be holding Chriſt, the Man. 1 

them — Ares no otherwiſe than 4. 1 
was 4 Follower of Chriſt; who is often propos d an R 
ample to us, thet we might dog even as be himſelf bad 
done be ſore ns, Who ever lord God, either in Truck 
or Degtee, ay Chrift- did, giving undeniable Proofs 
thereof by: a cheerful Doing and a patient Suffeting: 


whole Corwerſe with Men, fo free trom Sourneſs 
and ill Femper, fo condeſcending aud benign, that he 
denied not his Company to the moſt Poor and indi- 
gent, no, not to the greateſt Sitmors, for their Prox? 
was he under high Provota- 


that his Di ſciples, fill d with Diſpleafure at the Inho(- - 
itable Samarit ant, would hae been 


calmly and lovingly he check their wia 
Motions telling them, They know not what mamer of 
it they art ; that they are quite miſtaken in 
End of "his coming into the World, which wit 
not to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them, How hun- 
ble and lowly in Spirit, notwithſtanding his ſupreme 
Dignity and Excefttency ? How admiruble in Self- 
deal? And how far from pleafing hinrſelf; to 
which he always prefer'd the Glory of God, and 
the Good 'of s? How high in Contempt of 
the World, who trampled opts Glories of it, as 
not worthy of his Eſteem? Tho he never flighited 
the Perfons of any who had the Things of the World: 
in poſſeſſion, but rather treated dem with a Reſpect 
ſuitable to their Quality; yet he himſelf never regard- 
ed *em farther than they were neceffary to Nature: 

Yea, how perfectly fubmiffive, and entirely religh'd, 
was he to the diſpoſing Will of God? Behold and 
imitate him herem ; which to do will crown us with 
ſuch an Excellency, which otherwiſe we ſhall never 
be able to attain : It will render us more truly inoſ- 
fenſive and fruitful in all Virtue and, Goodneſs, than 


| the utmoſt Strains in Fhiloſophy or Morality can do 


There- 
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| for Fire from Heaven to deen ie Bur chen, pes 55. 55. 
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_ behold the Man, imitate him as your great 
Example. 9.2 7 Je as 
© (3:) Behold him at his Arraignment and Trial! 
The angry and envious Jews had often defir'd an 
Opportuity to ſeize him: Well, now they have him; 
and they reſolve to make ſure and quick Work with 
him: Their Council - fits, in Judgment upon; and 
condemns him. And that being done, becauſe they. 
John 18. cquld not (as they pretend) put him to death, it 
28- being the Preparation for the Paſſover, they ſend him 
bound to Pilate the Governor. Whereupon Pilate 
requires what Accuſation they bad 12 bim; judg- 
Ver. 29. ing it unreaſonable they ſhould ſend a Priſoner to 
his Bar without ſignifying. his Crime. To which 
Ver. 30. they reply, F he were not a Malafattor, we would not 
have delivered him up unto thee. Thus by their crafty 
Inſinuation (whereby they would cover their Malice 
and horrid lmpiety) they traduce Innocence it ſelf, 
and impoſe upon Pilate, to make him their Tool. 
Well, Pate proceeds to examine him, and tells them |. 
Ver. 40. once and again, That he finds uo Fault in him; and 
would have deliver'd him, as his Cuſtom was to re- 
leaſe a Priſoner to em at the Paſſover. But by the 
2 26. Inttigation of the Prieſts and Elders, they all voted 
g gainſt him, and choſe Barabbaſs, who was a Thief 
and Murtherer, to be releaſed unto them. Now 
Pilate griev'd, Perceiving the Jeus for Envy had de- 
liver'd him up, proceeds to ſcourge him, that by in- 
flicting a lighter Puniſhment, he hoped thereby toap- 
peaſe their Rage, and preyail that he might be re- 
leaſed, ſince no Fault could be found in him. But 
alaſs ! fo far from chat, that all Means us'd in his 
favour did but edge their Malice, and make both 
Prieſt and People more loud and clamerous in their 
Cry to crucity him. Why, ſays Pilate, What has he 
done ? I find no Fault in him. Why, ſay they He 
made himſelf the Son of God; and we have try'd him 
thereupon, and condemn'd him to die for his Sedition 
and Blaſphemy, of which (to us) he appeared to be 
guilty. But it this be not ſufficient to prevail _ | 
| taee 
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 *, . , beholding Chriſt, the Mar: — 17 
to cracify him, we have this further to charge him 
with, That he made himſelf a King; he is therbfore 
an Enemy to Ceſar, guilty of Treaſon; and in a da- 
ring manner then ſaid, If thou let this Man go, ti ou. 
art not Czfar's Friend. Whereby they work'd upon 
his Fear, and prevail'd with Pilate at laſt, againſt the 
the Senſe of his own Mind, and otherwiſe than be- 
came & juſt Judge, to deliver him to their Will. . —- 
But before I leave this, we ſhall make this three- 
fold Remark upon theſe violent Proceedings with 
our Bleſſed Saviour, manag'd by a promiſcuous Croud, 
an enraged Mob, to wit, the Prieſts and People. The 
1ſt is, Their great Ingratitude and Baſeneſs. VVhat 
did he ever do, at which they might juftly be angry 
in the leaſt degree, much leſs that their Malice and 
. Rage ſhould thus be moved? VVas not his whole 
Life a continued Act of Kindneſs and Charity both 
to the Souls, and Bodies of Men, and ſufficient. to 
have endear'd him unto em in the higheft degree? 
Therefore their Ingratitude was very great. 
 2dly, Their Injuftice is no leſs remarkable, and 
more than evident, it ſuch a Thing can be, from their 
want of Proof, ſeeking VVitneſſes, and labouring to 
pare up an Evidence againſt him, right or wrong. 
But tho they procured many falſe VVitneſſes, yet 
they ſo apparently diſagreed in their Evidence, that 
what they offer'd, amounted to no legal Proof, ſo 
that his Innocency ſtands yet untainted. Alſo from 
the repeated Teſtimonies of his Judge, That he could 
| find no Fault in him; which was an Infallible Proof of 
his Innocency. However, one Thing more will make 
it unconteſtable; which is the Confeſſion of Judas, 
the Traitor, who treacherouſly betray'd him intothe 
hands of his Enemies: And after they had condemn'd 
him, he fell under the Smitings of his own Heart, 
the Recoilings of his own guilty Conſcience, which 
Je turniſhed him with a cutting Senſe of what he had 
m] done; and being full of Horror and Confuſion, gocs = 
n to the Chief Prieſts and Elders, throws down (with 7 
Pe | Indignation) the thirty Pieces of Silver, ſaying, I have * 
ſinned in that I have „ Innocent lead. But the Mat.; 


„ 


7 2 <a ty ba © » — " == SS > FF EE. A er ea caged » + wa. W” 1 


* 


— — — 


he X ͤ— — — — iq 
W * 


Mark. 14. 34 Thing 1 would obſerve, is, 


- — 0 
* 33 — — — Ad tw — — — 


18 Te Duty and Beuefit of | 

4 The Guilt and 
Curſe,they brought upon themſelves thereby : For 
ifhe really was the Son of God, as he ſaid he was, 
and as God from Heaven and the Holy Ghoſt de- 
clared he was, then their Guilt muſt needs be very 
great in an unjuſt condemning of him; as may be 
gueſſed by the Puniſhment they are under, whoſe 
Habitation is now deſolate, being a vagabond People 
ſcatter'd and diſpers d in all Nations, ſuffering under 


Ch-27:25: the Guilt: of ſacred Blood, which their Anceftots 


entail'd on themſelves and their Children. And O 
that they would once lay it to Heart, that they 
would reflect on their Sins, and Behold the Man ! But 
to proceed. | 


(4) We muſt behold him in his Crucifixion and 


Death. Let us accompany him from the Bar to the 
Croſs, from his Condemnation to his Crucifixion, and 
not to leave him, nor forſake him, In the Particu- 
lar before, you have him deſpiſed and rejected of 
Men: Here you have him a Man of Sorrows, brui- 
ſed and broken under the Weight of our Sins, his 
Enemies Malice, and his Father's Wrath. He's now 
lifted up, as Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the Wil- 


dernels, that every poor Sinner, ſtung and wounded 


by the infernal Serpent, might behold him for their 


Relief and Cure. Here you have him wounded in 


the Houſe of his Friends; and thoſe that had eat of 
his Bread lifting up the Heel againſt him: And ſuch 
to whom he had been moſt indulgently kind, not 
only voting againſt, and crying out, Crucify him; but 
in Fatt, murdering with their own Hands the Lord 
of Life and Glory. Here you have his Viſage marr'd, 
who was altogether lovely; and your Saviour fuf- 
tering the moſt exquiſite Pains of the Croſs, to which 
bis Hands and Feet were nailed, his Side pierced 
and gored with the Spear, letting out that precious 
Blood by which Sin is expiated, and is in truth the 
alone Price of our Redemption. Here you have in 


his Wounds a Window open'd, through which you |. 
may look into his very Heart, and read a Lecture of 
Love (by Faith) of Love ſtronger than Death. Here - 


you | 
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Feace is founded. in the Blood of Chriſt, our great 


the great Deſign of the Goſpel - Miniſtry is, to pro- 


| Heads may account (with the Grech) Golpel-Preach- 


is the Savour of Death unto Death, Sirs, every Sermon 


. way made manifeſt 


1 NA the M. 46 
you way (it Believers) read your own Peace in his 
rouble, your Juſtification , in 1. Conder 
our Reconciliation in his Blood, and your Life in 
is Death. Therefore Behold the Man? 5 
(5. We muſt behold him in the Miniſtry of his 
Word and Ordinances. As our Reconciliation and 


Sacrifce ;, fo it is his Death that gives Riſe and Be- 

ing to the Doctrine and Grace of the Goſpel : And 
claim God in Chriſt, reconciled to every Penitent and ky 5 1 
believing Sinner, and to perſuade a frantick and ma- 

lignant World tobe reconciled to Godby JefusChrift. Acts, 5- 
Chrift, and what he hath done as our Mediator, is 
the great Subject of che Goſpel : In the Miniſtry 
whereofhe is held forth to Sinners, as the only Ob- 

ject to be believed on, for Remiſſion and Juſtification; 

as St. Paul intimates, who bleſſing God with the reft 

of his Fellows, Whe always cauſeth us (ſays he) 70 2 Cor. 2, 
triumph in Chriſt, for making maniſeſt the Sauour of the 14. 
nowledge of Chriſt by us in every Place, With whom! Cor 1. 
all faithful Miniſters can truly ſay, He preach not 33» 2ʃ. 
aur ſelves, but Chriſt crucifyd. And though the Pre- Eph, 3, 8. 
judic'd may ſtumble as the Jews did, and learnddd 


ing to be but Fooliſhneſs; yet to them who helieve, 2 Cor. 2. 
Chriſt is the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of Gd; to 15, 16 
them he is the ſweet Saveur of Life, but to others he 


that we preach, and you hear, if Chriſt be not ſome 
by it, and apprehend by the 
Soul, tis loſt, and becomes unfruittul, | ; 
So alſo in all his Ordinances we muſt behold him; 
otherwiſe they will be but Wells without Water, 
and Breafts without Milk: For though the Ordin- 
ances of Chriſt are great Bleflings, as they are the 
Signs of his Preſence with his People; yet tis cer- 
tain that Ordinances are Bleſſings no farther. than 


1 Chriſt is apprehended and enjoy'd in them. What 
| an inſipid Thing is Reading and Thiuking, where 
Chriſt is not the Subje&? Men may perhays ſay, 
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Heb. 13. 
15. 


Actss. 3 6. 

| 37. 
Mat. 28. 

Gal. 3. 27. 


Rom. 6. 
45. 


Luke 22, 
19. 


24. 
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Thereby they gain Rnowledge which render 
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| 'em 
meet for, and pleaſant in Converſation: But what 
do they purchaſe thereby? And what is the Fruit of 
their Labour, but Grief and Sorrow, as the wiſe Solomon 
tells us, How unprofitable is Prayer, tho perform'd 


with Eloquence of Expreſſion, and all imaginable 


-Shews of Devotion, if it be not in Chriſt's Name? 


And how flat to the Ground will the higheſt-raisꝰd 


Praiſes of Mortals fall, if not offer'd up to God by 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 


In Baptiſm alſo we are to behold the Lord Jeſus }' 


as it is Faith in him that qualifies the Soul for Bap- 
tiſm ; by whoſe Authority, and in whoſe Name it is 


en Chriſt, and to be planted together with him, in the 

Likeneſs both of his Death and ReſurrefFion, 
And in the Lord's-Supper, eſpecially, we are to 

behold him : In which Ordinance you have every 


Thing order'd and diſpos'd for that Purpoſe. As 


Chriſt is declared to be the alone Author and Infti- 


tutor of it, ſo by his Command it is to be ſolemniz'd; . 
Cor. 11. Who ſaid, Do this: And the only End in doing of it, 


is in Remembrance of him. Here you have the very 
Picture of him, as he hung upon the Croſs : by break- 
ing the Bread, you have a lively Repreſentation of 
his Body rent and torn by the Nails, and Spear that 
pierced him; and by the pouring forth of the Wine, 
the ſhedding of his Blood. We eat the Bread and 
drink the Wine, as Signs of Chriſt. In which Abts 
we muſt labour by Faith to get lively Apprehenſi- 
ons of him, who under thoſe Elements is preſented 
to us, as the only ſpiritual Nourifhment of a Belie- 


ving Soul; whom not to diſcern as the Matter and 


Subject of this Holy Rite, will render ſo excellent 
an Ordinance not only fruitleſs, but of fatal Conſe- 
quence, to them who partake therein unworthily : 
And they are ſuch, in our Appoſtle's Judgment , 


who at the Table diſcern not the Lord's Body. There- | 


fore behold the Man, who on the Croſs ſealed his Love 


to, and gave himſelf for us; but in the Supper gives | 


Uimſelt, with all his purchaſed Benefits to us. 


to be adminiſter'd, wherein the Believer is {aid to put | 


. 


(6) Be- | 
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broken the Power of Death and the Grave, which is 


ding in Triumph on his Return from the Battle with 
the Spoil of his Enemies, and they his Captives died 
to his Chariot-wheels? Who will not ſhout and 
triumph, celebrate and praiſe his Courage and Con- 


even ſo do ye: And not only aſcending, but as enter'd 


only as your Conquering Lord, but as your 


ſat down as our High - Prieſt as the Right - and of God, 


be holding chriſt, the Nan. 21. 
(6) Behold him as riſen, aſcended up to Heaven, 
and ſet down there at the Right-hand of God for us. 
And here is enough to raviſh our Hearts, and to en- 
gage us whilſt we have a Being to behold the Man, who 
in his Death was a Conqueror, He nailed our Sins, 
together with thoſe Ordinances that were againſt us, to 
his Croſs: He ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, making 
4 Shew of them openly. Yea, he ſeized the Spoil of 
his Enemies, and ſnatched us captive Wretches out 


Col. 2. 
14 


of the Hands of the Devil. His Reſurrection is the 


Proof and Evidence of his Victory, as thereby he hath 


{aid to be our laſt Enemy. He's nqw return'd to the 
Field of Battel, of which he remains ſole Maſter, 
none of his Enemies being able to rally, or to renew 
the Combat with him ; and his Aſcenſion is his Tri- 
umph over them. 2 | 

O how deſirous are Men uſually, and who would 
not croud to behold their Conquering General ri- 


duct, and welcome him with their loud and joyful 
Acclamations? Why then behold the Man! The 
Captain of your Salvation, who came from Heaven 
to fight your Battles for you! Who has conquer'd 
your Enemies, ſeiz d their Spoils, and istriumphautly 
leading Captivity Captive ! Behold him aſcending 
in the bright Clouds, as in his glorious and trium- 
phant Chariot! His Diſciples moſt intently did ſo; Acts 1.15: 


into Heaven, and there poſſeſt with all the Trea- : 
ſures of Grace, the Fulneſs of the Godhead, from Eph 4 8. 
whence (like himſelf) he gives Gifts unto Men, yea to pal. 68. 
the rebellious! Behold him enter d into W — 18. 
ead _ | 
and Forerunner, to take poſſeſſion of that bleſſed ___ 
Region in our Nature, and for us! And not only fo, 
but in regard to our Imperfection and Weakneſs, is 


1 


22 The Duty and Benefit f 
to make Interceſſion for us; yea, to preſent the Names, 
Perſons, and imperfett Services of his ſincere Ser- 
vants in the Cenſer of his own Worthineſs, r- 
fume all with the Odours of his ewn Righ 5 
and Merit; by which means God ſmells a ſweet da · 
vour in them, that otherwiſe would yield nothing 
but filthy Stench, ariſing from a reeking and loath- 
ſome Puddle of Corruption! The Apoſtle John pro- 
poſes this as a ground of great Encouragement and 
$ John 2. Comfort to the Saints, telling us, That if any Man fin, 
„(ii. e. through Weakneſs and Infirmity) we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Feſus Or iSF the Rig bereut. 
Therefore behold the Man! Conſider him, and the 
Obligations you are under to him; a ingly em- 
' ploy your ſelves in the ſerious Studies and Exerciſes 
of Religion and Godlineſs, and not in carnal Sports, 
and feaſting the Fleſh, as the generality do. This 
would be to make him a very unſuitable Return for 
all his Grace, and to be very unhke him and his Di ſci- 
ples; who in the forty Days, from his Reſurrection 
Acts 1. 3. to his Aſcention, . the Thing . to 
the Kingdom of God. A very different Exerciſe to 
that which a vain World is employed in. 
(7.) And laſtly, we muſt behold him as coming a- 
52 from Heaven, as our judge and Rewarder: Who, 
o ſure as he is aſcended and gone into Heaven, will 
return from thence, as the Angels told his Diſciples 
in Galilee, on their Maſter's Aſcent and Leaving of 
Mat. 16. them. This ur Saviour himſelf intimated frequent- 
27. ly to his Auditors in the Courſe of his Doctrine; and 
Chap. 26. vas what he told his prejudicd Enemies. And as 
% he will come certainly, ſo he will come quickly, let 
Scoffers and De ſpiſers of Chriſt and his Doctrine ſay 
2 Pet. 2. and think what they pleaſe concerning the Promiſe of 
3 4+ his c:ming. Tho they may tell us it's a mere Dream 
and Chimera, the fond Fancies of a Brain- ſick Peo- 
le, and what proceeds from Enthuſiaſm, and the 
ke; yet theſe wild Conceits of theirs render the 
coming of Chriſtnot the leſs certain, nor ſet ita far- 
ther diſtance, who, notwithſtanding all their ground- 
leſs and extravagant Suggeſtions, ſays, Surely I come 
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quickly: Yea, he will come viſibly, open to the View Rer. 22. 


of every Man, good and bad ʒ Every Eye all fee bim. 20. 
Er 


him now in a way of Duty, though a believing 
Sight of him in the Diſplays of his Grace would fill 
the Soul with Rapture and Joy. But at his ſecond 
coming they muſt, they ſhall behold him; and a 
dreadful fight it will be, to behold him clothed» Theſſ. 
with flames, coming to take Vengeance on all unthink- . * 
ing and unready Souls. , 

If any ask, Wherefore will Chriſt come again? 
We anſwer, Firſt, He will come to judge the World 
in Righteouſneſs, very different from the Proceed- 
ing of thoſe who ſat upon and condemn'd him with- | 
out cauſe ; but he will judge according as God hath Acts 17. 
appointed, which is, in Righteouſneſs. Secondly, To 12. 
—— a 1 to — Men according to his 
Works: For, ſays he, Be come quickly and m 
Reward is with me, to give to every Man Sa — pal * 
be. He will then make a thorough Search into, and 
rightly underſtand the State of every Man's Heart 
and ways. Then will he convince all bold and daring + 
Sinners of all their ungodly Deeds committed by em, 
and of all their hard Speeches belch'd forth againſt 
him, his Ways and People. Then will he ſlay thoſe 
his Enemies, that would not by the Charms of his 
Grace be prevaild on to :ſubmit themſelves to his 
Government, He'll puniſh them with an everlaſt- 
ing Deftruftion,doom them to a perpetual Exile, ban- 
iſn them from his Preſence to traverſe the dark Ter- 
ritories of Hell's Regions, where they muſt dwell 
with Devils, and be miſerably tormented by- and 
with them. This muſt be the Portion of their Cup, 
who, upon the Scrutiny, are found to be his Ene- 
mies; and ſuch he will deem every Man and Wo- 
man to be, who have not only voted againſt him, 
but ſuch as have lived carelefly,and died impeniteut- 
ly, as well the Neglettors of their Duty, as the Con- 


temners of his Laws. But \ to the Righteous, and 


ſuch as look for him, deſirous of his Return, (as be- 
ing the Joy of their Heart) he will appear for their 
; x Colabo⸗ 


ö 


The Duty and Benefit of f 
them in hie Boſom, put them into the Viſion of his 
Glory, and ſhall with himſelf enjoy 4 Kingdom pre- 

pared before the Foundation of the World, This is the 
Reward that Chrift will give 'em, where they ſhall 


be bleſſed and happy above all Expreſſion. Thus 1 


have ſhewed you in what Reſpects, State and Con- 

dition, it is our Duty to behold the Lord jeſus Chriſt; 

wherein we may by Faith, as in a Glaſs, (or throu 

the Lattice) ſee him, though not ſo clearly as bleſſed 

Souls ſhall do in the open Viſion of Heaven; for 

John 3. there they ſhall behold him Face to Face, and ſee him 
+ « les. l nov paſs to the 


Third Thing propoſed; which is, To ſhew you the ; 
happy Influence a due performance of this Duty will 


have upon our Hearts and Life; which will make it 
evident that it's no leſs our Privilege to behold the 

Man, than it is our Duty. For it will, | 
( . ) Furniſh us with abundant Matter and Cauſe 
of Admiration and Praiſe. Is it poſſible on Reflect- 
ion to behold the Father, in pure Love and Mercy 
towards us Sinners, parting with and diveſting him- 
lelf of the Darling of his Soul, (as it were) caſting 
out of his Boſom Chriſt his Dearly-be loved, Who 
was the eternal Delight of his Father ? Can we be- 
hold the Son, equal with God, laying down his 
- Crown, diſrobing himſelf of all the Enſigns of Ma- 
* 7. jeſty and Glory he had w. th the Father before the World 
2 Cor. g. as, emptying himſelf of the Riches of his Deity , 
9. quitting the Adorations of bleſſed Angels, and abaſing 
|  himiſelt by coming to live a Life on Earth mean and 


r; and in his Humiliation, to ſubmit himſelf _ | 


to the Inſults and cruel Uſage of baſe Men, nay, to a 

curſed and ſhameful Death for our ſakes, and to 

work out Redemption for us, that we might be made 
Partakers of the Riches of his Grace here, and be put 

into the Boſom of eternal Love, to inherit the ineffa- 

fed. 1- 5 ble Joys of his Preſence for ever? Can we, I ſay, 
reflect on theſe Things, and not be aſtoniſhed, and 

Pet. 1, Cry out, O Grace wimeaſurable ! Who can think 
3, 4. ot it without being rais'd by the Wonders of it = 
| | | | Ry 2s 5 
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Conſolation, take them into his Embraces, lodge 


Admiration and Praiſe ! Who can ſpeak ] 
out a Doxology, as Paul and Peter did, and all the 1 
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Saints both in Earth and Heaven do? | , 

(2+) It. will fill our Souls with reverential Thoughts 
and awful Apprehenſions of God and his adorea- 
ble Perfections, particularly of his Holineſs' and juſ- 
tice, which in their Luſtre ſhine forth in the Suffer- 


. ings of our Bleſſed Saviour. Can we behold Chriſt 


dying the ignominious and curſed Death of the Cro 
and not have lively and awful Thoughts of God 


It cannot be, conſidering how near in relation Chriſt 


is to him. Here you haye the One and Only-begot- 
ten of the Father, the expreſs Image of his Perſon 
and Glory, bleeding and dying under all the Rage 
and Fury that Men and Devils could tell how to 
heap upon him; God ſtands by, ſees, and beholds it, 
as it were ftripp'd of Bowels, without expreſſing 
the leaſt Pity and Compaſſion, as if his Mercy was 
clean gone. And not only fo, but he adds to his Grief 
and Sorrow: by withdrawing his ſupporting and 


of it with=Rev. 4.9. 


refreſhing Preſence, and leaving him to labour under 1c. 62. 2. 


and to bear away all that Wrath that was due for 


of Almighty God alone: Which preſs'd him ſo hard, 
as forc'd him inthe Bitterneſs of his Soul to cry out, 
My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ! ar 
am perſuaded no Father on Earth could ſtand 
by to ſee his only Son, the Son of his Love, ſo rent 
and torn, but it would be as the rending of his own 
Heart, and force him to vent his whole Compaſſion 


for his Relief and Succour. But here you have Chriſt 

| fuffering under the Imputation of the Sin of the 
World; and until that be fully aton'd for, expiated, 
and done away by the Expence of his own Blood 


moſt precious, impecable Holineſs cannot behold 
him with Delight : For the Prophet tells us, God 7s 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity 


nity ; ) wherever he finds it, Holineſs muſt and can- 
not but puniſh it, Juſtice now finds it upon Chriſt ; 
and he muſt either ſatisfy for it, or flak under the 
Puniſhment of it, and then a World of Sinners muſt 

7 SE f 5 nine - 


Sin, whereby he trod the Wine-Preſs of the fierce Wrath 1 


19. 


(i. e. with Impu- Heb 1-13, 


* — 


5 be Duty aud Benefit of | 
inevitably Periſh. Thus God * Suffetings of 
' his dearly beloved Son ianifeſts his Hatred to Sin 
the Purity of his Nature, his perfect Juftice and 
Righteouſneſs, which we cannot apprehend and be- 
hold but with Souls full of Awe and Reverence, - 
(3.) It will ſet the Heart on Mourning, work Sor- 
row and Compunttion iti the Soul, with Hatred to, 
and Reſolution againſt Sin: It will thoroughly thaw 
our frozen Spirits, ſoften and molify the moſt hard 
and ſtony Heart yea, diſlolve the Stone in the | 
Heart into a Fountain, ylelding not w_ Drops, 
but Streams of penitential Sighs Tears, 
Moſes's ſpeaking to the Rock could not have been 
more effettual for fetching out the abundant Waters 
thereof, than a believing Sight of Chrift in his 
humbled State would be to ſet the Heart on mourn- 
ing. How did a Sight of Chriſt, after Peter had fo 
baſely denied his Lord, bring him to a remembrance 
of, and weeping bitterly for his Sin ? Is it poſſible 
think you, to behold a Friend, much leſs ſo loving 
a Saviour, ſo us'd and abus'd, paſſing thro* ſuch a 
Train ot Sufferings as he endur'd? Confider how | 
treacherouſly he's betray'd, violently ſeiz'd, hurried 
before the Prieſts and Elders, his profeſs'd Enemies, 
by whom he's taunted, contradicted, vilify'd, ſpit 
upon, buffeted, accuſed, condemned, cruelly ſcour- 
ged, crown'd with Thorns, and at laft crucified be. 
tween two Thieves, as if he had been fome bloody 
Villain, and the moſt notorious Offender :- I ſay, can 
you poſſibly behold your Lord thus inſulted, your 
Saviour thus tragically treated; can you behold him 
on the Croſs, groaning under exquiſite Pain and deep 
Anguifh, bleeding and dying, and not mourn — 
weep (if it were poſſible) Tears of Blood ! With 
what aking Hearts, weeping Eyes, and ſorrowful 
Countenances, may we ſuppoſe thoſe few of his 
Friends who attended him to, 'and ſaw him on the 
Croſs, did behold him? Certain it is, a believing 
Sight of Chriſt will cauſe us ſadly to reflect on our 
ſelves and Sins, as he was oppreſs'd by them, and to 
grieve and mourn to ſee him thus handled for our 
takes. The Lord has foretold by his Prophet that it 
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ſhall be ſo, That Men ſball menen over bim whom Tech. 12 


have pierced. And ſince it will have ſo happy an Et- 
fel} upon us, as to {et uy on mourning for our Sins, 


And not only ſo, but it will fit the Soul with ha- 
tred to, and Reſolution againſt Sin. If we enquire 


10. 


into the Cauſe of his Sufferings, we ſhall find it was 


to expiate, and | ſatisfy for our Sins, not his own 
for he had none to account for; j and the greatneſs ot 


his Sufferings diſcovers to us the Eumt that is in 


Sin; as nothing could ſatisfy for it but the Blood of 
the Son of God, the Death of the Redeemer, Our 
Redemption and Reconciliation are 
the Blood of the Croſs : Therefore that Sight which 
ſets the Heart on mourning for Sin, will fill them 
with Hatred to it. It any thing can, furely a Sight 
Uſage will — us, with 


we done ? And ſince we have done amiſs, to reſolve to 

de no ſo more. It will be ſo, unleſs from aDelight in Sin 
we are pleas'd in tormenting of, and ating ſo 

bloody a Scene over again on the Perſon of ſo loving 

a Saviour; which God forbid ! But, 


(4) It will raiſe in us ſtrong Love and Affection to 


Chrift. If it be a Property ot Love to beget Love, (as 
doubtleſs it is) then here's that in Chriſt to be ſeen 
which caimot fail to work Love in thoſe Souls that he - 


hold him in the Glaſs of the Goſpel, which ſo fully 


acquaints us what he hath done and ſuffered for us. 
Was it not Love to us that brought him out of the 


Boſom of his Father, tediſrobe himſelf of his Glory, 


to come down from Heaven, and take our Nature 


to him, in which he * the whole Law, and ful- 
fill'd all Righteouſneſs for us? And tho he was 

fectly innocent, and univerſally good and profitable, 
yet how was he maligned, reproached, and ill treated 
by the mad and mercileſs (op ; all which he bore 
with admirable Patience, not from Weakneſs, but 
Love? For had he been pleaſed to have exerted his 


Power, he could have tumbled the World into Con- 


th have baffled his ann nn and — 
« +4 34 m- 


ly Fruits of Col. i. 20. 


» 


himſelf from the curſed Death. +4 alas! we muft 
'- __ then have died in our Sins, and been miſerable for 
ever: Therefore out of Loye to us he willingly ſuf- 
John 15, fered whatever was inflicted. And it was ſuch a Love. 
13. he expreſs'd therein, as never was or ever will bs 
paralt1V'd: It's greater than the greateft Love among 
2 Cor. 3. Men; and ſhall we not love him? Vea, the Apoſtle 


: Jokn z and Saints of his Day tell us, faying, The Love of Chriſt 
14; conſtrains us: And we love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. 
I have read, That Martha had often courted her 
Siſter Mary to go with her to hear Chriſt, and could 
not prevail. But in the Courſe of her Importunity, 
ſhe attack'd her thus, ſaying, Siſter there is one to 
- preach to-day in the Temple, who is a moſt comly 
and handſome Man, and mighty both in Word and 
Deed. Whereupon after a little Pauſe; ſhe reſolves 
togo 3 and accordingly did, and fat down juſt before 
the Place from whence he was to Preach, purpoſing 
to have a full Sight of him. She beheld him intently; 
and the Sight of him, with what proceeded from his 
gracious Mouth, fill'd her Soul with a ſtrong and 
_ laſting Love unto him. I grant that many may caſt a 
careleſs Eye upon, and take a tranſient View of him; 
but for want of a diſcerning Faculty (Il mean Faith) 
they can ſee no Form nor Comelineſs in him, As to 
II. 53- 2. the natural Eye, he appears but as a Root out of 
dry Ground, and is ſeemingly void of every Thing 
deſirable. While Men are ignorant of him, they 
light him asthe Daughters of Jeruſalem did, demand- 
ing of the Spouſe, on her paſſionate Enquiry after 
him, and the ſolemn Charge ſhe gave 'em, That if 
| they ſaw her beloved, to tell him that ſhe was ſick of , 
| Cant.5.9. Love; but ſay they with a Slight, Nhat is thy Belov- 
ed more than another's Beloved ? Hereupon ſhe de- 
| ſcribes him ſo well as ſhe could: And tho it was but 
; a faint and imperfett Repreſentation ſhe gave of 
Him, yet their Hearts were ſo fir'd with Love, and 
fo entirely overcome by the Deſcription ſhe gave, that 
Ch. 6, 1.now they are deſirous of nothing more than to ſeek 
him with her. Thus i'ts evident that a believing 
Sight of Chriſt will work Love and Affection in the 
| . ; 5 
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cannot apprehend him, but we love him: 


tation of him who was a perfect Example in all 


fully will his Example diſpoſe us to Meekneſs and 


bebolding Chai the Me. , 
Soul to Him. Therefore beboli the Alan rad 
(5) It will mightily excite us to feſemble M 
whom we Love; and diſpoſe us lovingly to the Tmi- 


Righteouſneſs: This will render us fruitful in all 
Goodnels, and furniſh us abundantly with Foy and 
Peace in believing. O how will our Love be raiſed 
towards God for his Grace in giving us ſuch a-Re- 
deemer as Chiſt! With what Courteſy and Reſpe&t . 
ſhall we carry it to Men of all Ranks? How power- 


Gentleneſs under provocations, and to Humility un- 
der all exterior Advantages ? How little wilt the 
World be, and the Glories of it, in our Eye? And 
with what Quietude of Spirit ſhall we kt reſign'd to 
the 2 will of God, and govern our ſelves like 
the Diſciples, who behaved themſelves in their 
Words and Actions with ſuch an unuſual and extra- 
ordinary Ait, that the People could not but acknow- 
ledge that they had been with Feſus, and had learned aq. 4. 13. 
of him? and as from him they received their Know- 4 
ledge and Learning, ſo by his Example they are 
render'd unbleameable and ſerviceable in their whole 
Behaviour, to the glory of God, and good of Men. 
And more eſpecially, how calm and patient will it 
make us under all thoſe Evils we juſtly ſuffer for-our 
own Sins, when we conſider how calm and quiet he 
was under all thoſe Contumelies, Reproaches, and 
Miſeries he ſuffer'd, not for his own ſake, hut for 
ours? Though he was revil'd, he revibd not again; when pet . 
he ſuffer d, he threaten'd not; but committed himſelf to 73. 
God, who judgeth righteuoſly. It was a ſight of God that 
made Aron hold his peace; that made Eli, in a very 
hard Caſe, to ſay, Let him do what ſeemeth him good ; 1 Sa. 3. 18. 
that made David dumb, and filenc'd all captious and 
peeviſn Reaſaning about his providential Proceed- . | 
ings; that made Hezekiah, on his receiving à terri- Ia. 39. 8. 
ble Meſſage by the Prophet, to ſay, Good i the Word 
of the Lord; and made Joh not only ſubmiſſive,” but % 1. 21. 
thankful, though all be taken from him. Et, 
But more thapalbthis: A Behplding af Chriſt will 


Lev. 10. 3. 


Pl. 39. 2, 


nich us wich maiverſal Charity, and nb us gen- 
erous and kind to them who cannot fbr any reaſon 
expect it from us; like our Lord, when he was en- 
compaſs'd with a world of bloody Murderers, whoſe q 
Hearts conceived Miſchief, whoſe Tongues utter 4 
phemies, and whoſe Hands were employed in 


Blaſj 
multiplying their Barbarities, and encreaſing his Mi- 
ſeries; on which account they neither expected nor 
defired Mercy and Favour from him: But notwith- 
ſtanding their great Demerit, how does he expreſs 
a ſurprifing Charity for ſuch implacable Wretches 
a few moments before he expires, in preferring a 
Petition for them, Father forgive them for they know not 
Luc. 23, 24, har they do! in which Words you have him not on- 
ly interceding tor Pardon, but apologizing for their 
Sin. What aftoniſhing Love and Mercy isthis ? Nay, 
how confidently ſhall we truſt in him, when we be- 
hold him a Conqueror in Death? Yea, how delight- 
ful in Duty, and frequent in Prayer, ſhall we be, on 
our beholding hima Mediator at God's Right-hand, 
reſenting both us and our Services (if ſincere) to 
his Father for Acceptance, in the Cenſer of his 
own Worthineſs ? | Wil > 
(6-) It will furniſh us with a mighty Zeal for his 
Service and Glory: Not only render us calm and 
quiet under the Things we ſuffer, but it will make 
us reſolute Oppoſers of all that are Enemies to Chrift 
and his holy.Religion, immovable under the moſt 
terrible Shocks, firmly to reſiſt, and couragiouſly to 
fight under his Banner, reſolving-the moſt furious 
Efforts the Powers of Darkneſs can make ſhall not 
. ſhake-us in our Love and Loyalty, in our Patience 
iq and Conftancy for and to him, who loving us, loved. 
| x5 tothe End. Thus it influenc'd that Heroick Servant 
| | of his, Moſes who aſteemed the Reproaches of Chriſt more 
| Heb. 11.24. than the Grandeur of courtly Honours and Pleaſures 
, 26,27. of Egypt, ſeeing him that is iruiſcble. Thus the Diſci- 
ples repelld all the Force of their Enemies, and re- 
tolv'd all their captious Reaſonings, not valuing all 
their Threats and Menaces, telling em frankly, That 
it was better to obey GOD than Man, The High-Prieft 
Add others heir fopreme Authority) Aticklx charge 
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ſhi | 
| 5 draw back, But that we may be kept from 


* be} ane rn FT. SOR 
and command *em £0 Preach no more 
Name; but they, as became faithful Servancs, plain - 
ly and boldly acquaint them, That there wes ne onber 
Name given under Heaven W bar ve Javed, 


but the Name of Feſw Chriſt- Nay farthet᷑ tor our Comes. 
fort, it will mightily ſupport. us under all Preſſures ch. 4. 13. 


and Burdetis afflicting us; for tho' for a while we 
may joy in our Sufferings for the Name of Chrift, 
yet length of Time, ſuffering under a Scene of Hard- 

, may perhaps make us weary, cauſe us to fl 


Power of ſuch a Temper, and be preſerv'd from faint- 
ing in an Hour of Temptation, the Apoſtle like a 
wiſe and tender Phyſician, propoles a Remedy that 


Will never fail, which is, To behold the Man, by con- 


ſidering him who endured the Cuntradict ion of Sinners 
ainſt bimſelf, left ye be weary and faint in your Mind. 


ian Courſe as well when an enraged Mob cry Crucify 
ws him ! as when they ſing Hoſanna unto him. 
(7:) It will render holy Souls impatient and reft-. 
leſs for him, put us in queſt of, and make us ardent. 
in our Deſites after him, who is clothed with A- 
mours moſt raviſhing, and is alt rlovely, We 
have been told it's our Duty to behold him as our 
Head and Forerunner, entring into Heaven for us, 


and as coming again from thence as our Judge and 
Nen Appearance of hn l put an 


end to ali our weariſome Marches, a happy Period 

to all our Conflicts: for tho nothing can diſcharge 

us from warring with Temptations kill he comes, yet 

then we ſhall hang up our Armour. in token; of 
ito 

which Cert our Captain has obtain'd for us: Then thall 

we fit down with him on table Thrones, with Crowns on our 


Heads, and Palms in our Hands, be uninterruptedly happy in 
a Region where there is no pricking Thorn nor ſcratching 


Briar to annoy or hurt us, but is perfectiy calm and pleaſanr. 


The ſtedfaſt Belief of this does not only render pious Souls re- 
ſuly'd and conſtant in Duty, bu t engages em in a patient look - 
ing and longing for the bleſſed _— of -his glorious 7 | 
ing. They never bear him in his Word; faying, Bebi Icom 
quictiy ; but they reply, Amen, even ſo come Cori Feſus ; or 
with the Spouſe, Make hafte, my Beloved ; he thas dhe, the. R 
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in this Man Ads 7. 29. 


his will make us firm and invincible in our Chriſt- Reb. 12.3. 


and for ever triumph in that SalvationHcv. 5. 9. 
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©"ThISWE hive Thew'd you itt part the happy Influence which 
13 cn will have upon our and Lives; 
* Z Ky wkichit appears to be no leſs our Privilege than our Buty. 
ere weend, , 7 
\\f et us conſider what is ſaid, and reflect upon our ſelves, a6 
„ Examination is by the Appointment of our great Lord made both 
Previous and neceflary to Participation. If we eat the Bread, 
Aud drink the Cup in the Lord's Supper withoutdiligent Search. 
| into our own Right and Title thereunto, we may pine and die 
4 | at a full Table, or eat and drink to our own Deftruftion ; There - 
fore let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that — 
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ms and drink of that Cup ; either ſogor not at all. Now in doing 
this examine, ＋ g | 

{| 3Cor. 11, 1. Your Faith ; whether it helps you to look through the 
238 Signs to him who is ſignified thereby; and whether in the uſe of 
| theBread and Cup,you fix upon and apply the brokenBody and 
Blood ofChrift as the only Feod and Nouriſhmeat of yourSouls. * 
2. Examine your Love; whether it increaſes in roportion 

to the Senſe and Aſſurance he affords you, in this Ordinance 


of his Love, in 25 you, This in my Body broken for you; and 


this is my Blood ſhed jor you. | | | 
3. Examine your Deſires of, and Likeneſs to him. Can you 
ſay of your Chriſt as David of his God, Whom bave I in Heaven 
butt thee ; and there's none on Earth I defire beſides thee ? Does 
Communion with him work you up into the Likeneſs of him? 
4. Examine your Purpoſes and Reſolutions for him. It is 
Piel. 73. not poſſible we ſhould have ſtronger Obligations to him, nor 
2. greater Encouragements from him: Therefore can we ſay, 
with the Pſalmiſt, I have ſworn will perform to keep thy 
righteous Judgments ? . II. 32 
Ina Word; It we ſo hoͤld him as to admire and praiſe 
IP. 119. him for the Condeſcenſions of his Grace, to maintain awful Ap- 
1086 henfions of God, adoring his Perfections, particularly his 
olineſs and Juſtice, as well as his Grace Mercy, in the 
Death of his Dearly-beloved ; if it diſpoſes us heartilly to re- 
pent of all our Sins, by mourning over them, and reſolving a- 
gainft them, and to an imitating of him in all Virtue, as a Fruit 
of our fincere Love and Affection to him; if it keeps us fim 
and ſteady in our Obedience to him, without fainting in 
Afffictions, and deſirous of nothing more than an Enjoyment 
of him ; then hold up your Heads with Joy, Bebold your Lord - + 
comes with Ten Thouſands of his Saints, And when he's come, 
Jad: 14 though be will ſadly defiroy thoſe wicked Husbandmen who ſaid, 
This is the Heir, come let us kill him, and the Inheritance ſhall be 
Mat 21 37 eur; he will receive you with a Eulogy, or Well-done, as the 
w 43 Bleſſed of his Father; take you with himſelf to inherit a King- 
| dom, where you ſhall be happy above all Expreſſion in an o- 
pen and everlaſting Viſion of himſelf, ſinging in Conſort with . 
thoſe blefſed Hoſts that attend the Royal Throne, Helle;ujabs to 
him, who is and for ever will be the Raviſhment of per Souls. 
T'arratore I conclude, as I began, Bebold the Man 28 
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